
So Much Better With Age

how to antique

mirrors

Are you obsessed with antique mirrors like me? Do you love those
gorgeous French gold and ornate mirrors like the ones at

Anthropologie but don't want to spend the money? You can create
your own following my steps below for a small fraction of the cost!

This printable PDF is just what you need to get started!

somuchbetterwithage.com

https://somuchbetterwithage.com/
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SUPPLIES:

 

Here is everything you'll need to antique a mirror 

drop cloth
plastic garbage bags
mirror
paint remover/stripper
chip brush
plastic scraper  
chemical gloves                                  

paper towels and/or soft cloths
eye protection
face mask
funnel
plastic spray bottle
muriatic acid                              

Tip: look for mirrors that were once a part of an old dresser or vanity.
They always have a flat bottom and are often discarded in the mirror

section at thrift stores!

https://amzn.to/2YQEYGJ
https://amzn.to/2GPQHPB


3. Pour on a generous amount of paint stripper and spread it on evenly with a
chip brush. Let sit for about 10-15 minutes. You'll want to make sure the
stripper doesn't dry out in that time frame. If it does, add more.

1.Lay down a drop cloth in a well
ventilated area (garage or outside)
then lay down a sheet of plastic
larger than your mirror (I typically
cut open garbage bags and lay
them flat).
 
2. Remove the mirror from the
frame and lay face down with the
painted side facing up.

DIRECTIONS:
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Note: if the paint stripper you're using isn't taking off the paint, I find Amy
Howard Antique Mirror Stripper removes any kind of backing!

https://rstyle.me/+NuiSADSP2a3oR4TYeewtBQ


5. Wash the area with water and a wet
paper towel or a wet soft cloth. Move
the mirror and roll up all the plastic and
dispose of it properly. Lay down the
mirror onto the drop cloth and wash
again with water and a cloth to make
sure all the residue is gone. 

4. Test an area to see if the paint is starting to lift up. If it is, scrape off the
paint with the plastic scraper right onto the plastic. If some paint is left behind
you might need to add more paint stripper and remove again but it almost
always it comes off one time. Note: the paint may bubble like the photo or it
may not.
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8. Wash again with water and a soft cloth to
make sure all the muriatic acid is removed
and let it dry. 

Note: If you take too much off, all you are
left with is plain glass so take it off a little bit
at a time. You can spray on Mirror Effects
from Rustoleum to fill in the spots that you
didn't wanted removed.

6. Next, wearing face protection and gloves, carefully pour the muriatic acid in
the spray bottle with a funnel. You can also dab the muriatic acid with a cloth
directly onto the mirror but I find spraying it on easier. BE EXTREMELY
CAREFUL WITH MURIATIC ACID AS IT CAN GIVE YOU A CHEMICAL BURN.
 
7. Spray all along the sides of the mirror (this is typically where an antique
mirror natural ages). Dab off immediately with a damp cloth. Spray again and
dab. Wash the area again and lift up the mirror to see the other side to see
how much has come off. Keep spraying and dabbing until you are satisfied
with the amount of reflective film that has come off. 
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http://amzn.to/2j1KG99


Check out my Ultimate Guide to Antiquing Mirrors . 
Watch my YouTube video on how to antique mirrors here.

 Watch my YouTube video on how to create an ornate French gold mirror.

9. Paint on two coats of paint with a roller or
brush letting dry at least one hour in between
coats. I like to use gold or a charcoal grey.
Whatever color you choose, is the color that
will show through from where you removed
the reflective film. Once completely dry, put
the mirror back in the frame. 

https://somuchbetterwithage.com/the-ultimate-guide-on-diy-antique-mirrors/

